MANUFACTURING

The manufacturing sector transforms materials, substances or
components into new products using mechanical, physical or chemical
processes. As one of the broadest sectors of the economy,
manufacturing includes 21 subsectors that create a wide range of
products, from food and beverages to petrochemicals and automobiles.
In 2016, manufacturing contributed $218.3 billion to Texas’ economy,
the second-highest contributor behind financial activities.
WOMEN ACCOUNT FOR 27 PERCENT OF THE STATE’S 843,000

JOBS IN THIS SECTOR.
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JOBS HELD BY TEXAS WOMEN IN THIS INDUSTRY

These jobs generate additional business activities
that ultimately support more than 609,000 jobs in
other industries of the Texas economy.

Sources: BEA, Emsi, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

AVERAGE MONTHLY EARNINGS OF WOMEN

Earnings in manufacturing vary widely among
the subsectors. The three subsectors with the
highest shares of women — apparel
manufacturing, textile product mills and leather
and allied product manufacturing — are among
the lowest-paid manufacturing fields.
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The manufacturing sector faces a number of challenges,
most notably a shortage of trained and skilled workers.

In the last few decades, industry leaders increasingly have viewed women as

a solution to their skills needs. The number of women in manufacturing is

growing slowly but steadily, due to various initiatives steering women into

science, technology, engineering and math, but the sector is also working to

change the public perception of manufacturing as a career choice and

modernizing the workplace in ways that will attract younger generations.

Currently, women working in manufacturing generate additional business

activities that ultimately support about 609,000 jobs in all other industries of

the state economy. With time, Texas’ manufacturing sector will increasingly

reap the benefits of women’s unique perspectives and leadership styles.

To see more in-depth data on women in the workforce, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/women/





