
The 41-county High Plains region 
covers about 39,500 square miles in the 
Texas Panhandle, stretching from the 
Oklahoma state line in the east and 
north and the New Mexico state line in 
the west to the Lubbock metro area in 
the south. 

The region includes two metropolitan 
statistical areas (MSAs): the Amarillo 
MSA, comprising Armstrong, Carson, 
Oldham, Potter and Randall counties, 
and the Lubbock MSA, comprising 
Crosby, Lubbock and Lynn counties. 
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U.S. Between 2012 and 2022, Randall County led regional 

gains at 16.9 percent, followed by Lubbock County at 
11.0 percent. The High Plains Region's metropolitan 
areas anchored population growth in the region, with 
the populations in Lubbock and Amarillo growing by 
10 percent and 5 percent respectfully.
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About 378,000 people were employed in the region in 2022. Cattle ranching and 

farming, and animal processing are some of the region’s most specialized 

industries, as measured by location quotient (LQ). An LQ of 1.25 or higher 

indicates the industries have a competitive advantage in the region. Warehousing 

and storage, cattle ranching, and maintenance service industries (automotive and 

building) led regional industry job gains between 2012 and 2022.

PERCENT CHANGE IN TOTAL JOBS, 2012 TO 2022
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$71.6 Billion
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GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, 
2022

ABOUT 3 PERCENT OF TEXAS’ GDP OF $2.4 TRILLION.

THE HIGH PLAINS REGION IS ONE OF THE COMPTROLLER’S 12 ECONOMIC REGIONS. 
To see the complete 2024 Regional Reports, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/regions/2024/

Sources: JobsEQ; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages; U.S. Census Bureau; U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis; Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
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