
The 15-county Southeast region 
covers about 12,000 square miles, 
stretching from the Gulf of Mexico to 
Nacogdoches along the Louisiana 
border. The region contains one 
metropolitan statistical area (MSA), 
the Beaumont-Port Arthur MSA. 
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Nearly 261,000 people are employed in the region, with about 58 

percent located in the Beaumont-Port Arthur MSA. Several of the most 

concentrated industries are related to manufacturing. These industries 

have a high location quotient or LQ (above 1.25), indicating the region 

may possess a competitive advantage in those industries.
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The region’s population changed little 
between 2012 to 2022. Four counties in 
the region recorded population growth 
during this period. Polk County saw the 
greatest percentage rise in population 
at 17 percent. 

Source: JobsEQ®
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ABOUT 1.9 PERCENT OF TEXAS’ GDP OF $2.4 TRILLION.

THE SOUTHEAST REGION IS ONE OF THE COMPTROLLER’S 12 ECONOMIC REGIONS. 
To see the complete 2024 Regional Reports, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/regions/2024/
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