Introducing the

Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees
Data Visualization Tool

The following tutorial contains screenshots of the actual Sheriffs’ and
Constables’ Fees Tool, with text and narration explaining how to use
the tool.

Please ensure that you are currently sitting at a computer that has
sound playing capabilities and that the speakers are turned up to an
acceptable volume.

When the narration has finished on a page, please press the
[spacebar] to continue. If you would like to review a page, press
the [backspace] key.

Note: If you prefer a PDF version of this tutorial please follow the
link below.

View PDF Version

Introducing the Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees Data
Visualization Tool

The following tutorial contains screenshots of the actual Sheriffs’ and
Constables’ Fees Tool, with text and narration explaining how to use the
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Main Components

Introduction

The Sheriffs’and Constables’ Fees tool will
allow you to explore and compare fees
reported to the Texas Comptroller’s office

by all 254 counties since 2006. Data Selection Area

The screenshot at right shows all of the
components of the S&C tool’s graphic user
interface.

We will take a closer look at each
component in the following pages.
Data Visualization Area

Data Summary Table

County Contact Table

Main Components

The Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees tool will allow you to explore and
compare fees reported to the Texas Comptroller’s office by all 254
counties since 2006.

The screenshot at right shows all of the components of the S&C tool’s
graphic user interface.

We will take a closer look at each component in the following pages.

* Introduction

* Data Selection Area

* Data Visualization Area
* Data Summary Table

* County Contact Table



Introduction

About this tool A little help here!
The Introductory text tells you all If you get lost, or just need a little
about the tool and its capabilities. help navigating, select the On-Screen

Help button to see some pointers.

Explore Sheriffs and Constables Fees

Clear the slate! —[ﬁ b

If you wish to clear all Follow the steps below to begin exploring
your selections, press
the Clear button. This

is recommended if Keeping track

you have completed

one comparison and The Current Selections box keeps track of
wish to start another. all the selections you make when you choose

which counties, fees, etc. you wish to
explore. You can click the small eraser icons
to remove unwanted selections.

Introduction

About this tool - The Introductory text tells you all about the tool and its
capabilities.

Clear the slate! - If you wish to clear all your selections, press the Clear
button. This is recommended if you have completed one comparison and
wish to start another.

Keeping track - The Current Selections box keeps track of all
selections you make when you choose which counties, fees, etc. you wish
to explore. You can click the small eraser icons to remove unwanted
selections.

A little help here! - If you get lost, or just need a little help navigating,
select the On-Screen Help button to see some pointers.

Note: When you first open the S&C tool, the default selections are 2018,
Anderson County, and Writ & Order of Sale.



Data Selection Area
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years from th . Ta explore counties in a particular Fee Type
ecammak reghim, balect irom e
Exploring data is as Year Teap o e Al the covnties o ®psirac
Thet ragion will sutomatically are
2008 02014 -
] dlsplay In the graph below.
easy as 1..2..3! sor & Aicshol
2000 C2017
2010 az018
You can explore in4 o1 Economic Regions of Texas
.
- wion mans 1 west
different ways: R p—
e, 50y Rate Charge @ Warrant
- & Dol e e & Order o Sale
B0 Tosting
. by Year . Select a county or counties frafin the list SOUTHEAST ALamO i
Select & Fee Type if you wish t} explore CEWTRAL souTH ® Fingarpri
By thars Mrwnbor mubngertes. His pecite ey
; . o the county sad fes type voulpsiedt wi = tmate Rote
+ by Economic Region “bpaarin the chart and sabses Byt nasee
(" county
+ by County = anderson Cutberson o i anaey Medioa nains Stonemall witaroer
Androws Gt Ganes Hockdey Webara mansed Ranaot Suron wiacy
prmiad Oalln Cotvasten Hood Midiand frees Swishar Willamsse
o O ey Hopkins froed i Reat Tarrant wisen
+ by Fee Type e Demoms e s s o
Armsiren Ok Closscock Nomard e el Wisa
privty Danien o Gotad o oo Montague Wood
pre vt Gonzaies o Lvca Hontaomary Youkum
Saley Ouckens Grav Wetchinson toe vouma
Bandera 8 Dimemit Graysen Irien. Leon s Zapata
Basires Coniey Greo . Uberty Mty T
Bavir st G tacksen Umastons Nacoadoches
Bor Castand Guadauee v Upscoms vy
] tctor e Sot Davis fee Oak Newion
Baxar Eamards an Kovey friody Notan
Banco Comn Gl pase Mamion o o -t v
Borden Congswerth 0 e Hansterd Bim el Ochikres
oot Cotorads ratn - Jonnsen b Ordham
Sovie Comt ot Wardn frey Hadison anc
Brazors ety Femria ety [ Harion el Pnko
el Conche Favetia Marrion fraai® Hartn Pancia
Dot Cooke e Hariey Keonint a varvar
Briocon Corve Fowd ot s Hataqorda e
Brocs Foard = Kot Haverich i el
Bowr Grane For Besd e o Hecutach o Soars wharton
Swharen Crochast Frankdin endar Kamble - petter Stmphans Whesler
Bt fbew a adaion oo Hemten reside Siertng wiehia
N

Data Selection Area

Exploring Data

Exploring data is as easy as 1...2..3! You can explore in 4 different

ways:
* by Year

* by Economic Region
* by County

* by Fee Type




Data Visualization Area

The Data Visualization Area displays

the results of your selections. Undo button.

Each click of the Undo button

This screen shows the takes you one step back.

default selections:

* Year- 2018 4
« County - Anderson pivikescimroaal pimbprssgaly 4
* Fee Type - Writ & e Pl =L SHERIFFS' and CONSTABLES' FEES
order of Sale
w2
The Y axis shows :
HOW MUCH or s
HOW MANY. . o
; s
nas
e Fee Name legend.
= Note the fee names
o are color coded.

The X axis shows WHEN and WHO.

The Data Visualization Area

The Data Visualization Area displays the results of your selections.

This screen shows the default selections:
» Year - 2018

« County - Anderson

« Fee Type — Writ & order of Sale

The Y axis shows HOW MUCH or HOW MANY.
The X axis shows WHEN and WHO.

Undo button. Each click of the Undo button takes you one step
back.

Fee Name legend. Note the fee names are color coded.



Data Visualization Area

Hover, Drill, Toggle

You can hover over the bars in the
visualization to see more details.
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Show me the details!

Hover, Drill, Toggle

You can hover over the bars in the visualization to see more details.



Data Visualization Area

Hover, Drill, Toggle

You can narrow down the results by i
clickingand dragging over the Fees you tshh:s\: mfej:“
want to see. : :

B e e resetts of your selecticas. Hevar your meuse
Note: You may also %' over the individual bars to see data details. You can
click and draq a bax around a group of fees to room in.

select the fee types SHERIFFS' and CONSTABLES' FEES
individually from the Fee ]
Type list.

Hover, Drill, Toggle (continued)

You can narrow down the results by clicking and dragging over the Fees
you want to see.

Note: You may also select the fee types individually from the Fee Type
list.



Data Visualization Area

Hover, Drill, Toggle

Click Undo to go back a step. Let's go back!
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aver the individual bars to see data details. You can
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Hover, Drill, Toggle (continued)

Click Undo to go back a step.



Data Visualization Area

Hover, Drill, Toggle

Click the toggle button to view this Show me this
same data in a straight table. in a table. |
Then toggle back to .
the bar chart, 4 sesth resuts of yoursection.over your mos
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Hover, Drill, Toggle (continued)
Click the toggle button to view this same data in a straight table.

Then toggle back to the bar chart.

Note: You can right-click on your chart or table to print it or export to
Excel.



Data Summary and Contact Tables

Tables - Print or Export your Data

There are two data tables at the
bottom of the tool.

The first table contains B v o send you dva 1o enct

data based on your (
selections above. "

The second table
contains contact
information for the
selected counties.

You can use the icons -

CONTACT INFORMATION: Print or Download this Data >>>
Pame Phone Ivpe Phone wumber txtentson Address bne 1 ddrews

on the right to print
or export the data
to Excel.

Data Summary and Contact Tables

Tables - Print or Export your Data

There are two data tables at the bottom of the tool.

The first table contains data based on your selections above.

The second table contains contact information for the selected
counties.

You can use the icons on the right to print or export the data to
Excel.



Show Me More

Now we’'ll demonstrate how you can

explore multiple years and see how fees Explore Multiple Years
are trending over time.

We’'ll also compare multiple counties and
show you how the Economic Regions
feature works.

® Caldwell
® Calhoun

Explore Multiple Counties

mmmmm

Finally, we’ll demonstrate how you can
zoom into specific portions of the data
using drill down technology.

® Armstrong ® Carson
® Atascosa ®Cass

Explore Economic Regions
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Show Me More

Now we’ll demonstrate how you can explore multiple years and see how
fees are trending over time.

We'll also compare multiple counties and show you how the Economic
Regions feature works.

Finally, we’ll demonstrate how you can zoom into specific portions of the
data using drill down technology.



Explore Multiple Years

Let’s be clear.

To begin any new data exploration, we
should start by selecting the Clear
button. This removes

all current data

selections.
Explore Sheriffs and Constables Fees

Current Sclections
Fiela:

Every year the Texas Comptrolier’s office compies a report that lists fees charged by sheniffs’ and -+ —
constables’ offices in the state of Texas for services they provide. The law requires each county Svari, Deunty, Year 28201
commissioners court to annually notify the Comgtroller of any changes to these fees. This data is Sharl_County” 2 3000254
published each year by the Comptroller’s office in the Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees report. This Sherif_Economic_Resion £ - Central

‘apphcation allows you to explore the vanous fees, compare fees between counties, and view fee Sharil_Fes_Type “®18of 32
Clear the deck! trends over tme.
Follow the steps below to begin explonng h
@ Sutuct s poor or years from the Not. @ To aplore counties in & particalar
camanic vapion Sakec froms the
Year map or menw. Al the counties in
That region will sutomaticaly

2006 O 2014
2007 2015 display in the graph below.

2008 © 2017
2010 #2018
2011 Economic Regions of Texas
20z
2013 HIGH PLAINS west
WORTMWEST UPPER RID GRANDE
METROPLEX camTaL
UPPER EAST GULF CoRsT
(B seect 2 commy o coumies o the . soumieast 1 Ao
Select @ Feu Type if you wish to axplore centRAL souH

5 brosder cotegories. Feas specic
1o the county and fee type you sebect will
appear in the chart and tables below.

County
8 anderson 5 Caidwel 5 Culberson B rio v 8 xinney 8 Hedina 8 Rains 8 Stonewsl 5 wilbarger
o Andrews 8 Camoun @ Dattam 5 Gaines o Hackiey 5 Kiebera 8 Menard o Randst 8 Sutton = Willacy

8 anaeing & Catanan = Datae 8 Gaveston = Hood @ xnox & midland Resasn & Swisher o wikiameon

Explore Multiple Years

Let’'s be clear.

To begin any new data exploration, we should start by selecting the Clear
button.
This removes all current data selections.
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Explore Multiple Years

See the trends.

Now we'll select multiple years to see
how things have trended over time.

Explore Sheriffs and Constables Fees

trends over time.

Follow the steps below to begin exploring.

Select all 13 years.

MIGH PLAINS
HORTHWEST
METROPLEX
uPPER EAST
Select a county or caunties from the st SOUTHEAST
Saloct 8 Fes Type i you wish to explore CENTRAL
by these brosder cotagories. Fees spacific
10 the county and fee type you select will
appear in the chart and tables below.
County
anderson Caltwen Culbersan Frio vl Kinney
wems Caihoun Caltam Gaines Hockley Kiebera
Angeling Catanan Oaitas Gatveston Mood Knox

See the trends.
Now we’ll select multiple years to see how things

Select all 13 years.

[ Y [
v

"
display In the graph below.

Economic Regions of Texas

Current Selections

Every year the Texas Comptrollers office compdes a report that kists fees charged by sheriffs’ and ——
constables’ offices in the state of Texas for services they provide. The law requires each county —

commissianers court to anmually notify the Comptroller of any changes to these fees. This data is

published each year by the Comptroller’s office in the Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees report. This

application allows you 1o explore the varous fees, compare fees between counties, and view fee

wesT Cancellation
UPPER RIO GRANDE Citation
capiTAL Oaily Rate Charge

Mading. Rains Stonamall wilbarger
Menard Randall Sutton vl
Migiand Rasgan Swisher wiliamson

have trended over time.
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Explore Multiple Years

Choose a county.

Let’s start with one county, then we’'ll Select Travis County.
add some more.

Now we’ll scroll down S Bond e
=013 HIGH PLAINS wesT Canceiation Subpoena
to the Data NORTMWEST UPPER RIO GRANDE aton venicre
2 ! : METROPLEX CAPITAL -t
Visualization Area. . UPPER EAST GULF COAST & Order of Sale
Select a county or counties fram the list SOUTHEAST ALAMO
Salect a Fos. Typs H you wish to axplore conTRAL souTH
by these broader categories. fees specific
10 the county and fee type you select will
appear in the chart and tables below.
County
Anderson Culberson Fria i Kinney Stonewall
Andrems Caltam Gaines Hockiey Kietera
Angeing Oaltas Gabveston Hood Knox
Aransas @ Gamson Garza Hapkins Lamar
Archer Daaf Smith Houston Lamb
armstrong Geita Glasscock Howard
Denton a Hudspeth Lasalle
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Erath Hardoman Johnson L
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Favette Marrison Kautman Martin
Fisher Hartiey Kendall
Fiovd Haskelt Kenedy Matagorda
Foard Havs want Maverick
Fort Bend Hemphil et Meculloch
Franksn Henderion Kimbia Mclennan otar
Freestone Midalgn xing Hemuiien eresidio

Choose a county.
Let’s start with one county, then we’ll add some more.
Select Travis County.

Now we'll scroll down to the Data Visualization Area.



Explore Multiple Years

See the trend line.

You can see how the fees for Travis
County have trended gradually upward
for the last several years.
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See the trend line.

You can see how the fees for Travis County have trended gradually
upward for the last several years.

Now let’s add a county to compare to Travis.
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Explore Multiple Counties

Add another county.

Let’s select Williamson County from Select Williamson County.
the list.

Now let’s scroll back County
to the visualization Andarson Cotwen cubarson e ™ weding

Andrerws Cathoun Gailam Gaines Hackiey iebera Henard
area to compare the Angeling Catlahan Ositeg Gahaston vood Knox Midiand
Aransas Cameron awson Gart Hopkins Lamar ilam
two Se'ected countles Archer Camp Deal Smith. Gilespre. Houston Lamb Mins
. Armatrana Carson oaita Glasscock omaed Lampasas inchal
tascosa Caus Genton aisg Hudsoeth Lasalle Montaaue
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Colorado Eatn Wardeman Johnsan Lynn Oldham
Bowie Comai s Wardin Jomes Hadison
Bazoda Comanche Faanin Warrs marion pala Pinta
Brazos Fayette Warrizon Kautman martin
Brewstar Fisher Wartiey Kandal parkar
Corvel o Waskell Kenedy Matagords parmer
Brooks oard avs Kent Maverick peces
Brown Crane Fort Band Hemphi werr metuloch olk
Buriesan Crockatt Frankdi Hendarson Kimble Mclennan
Dormet Crosy Frasstone Widaiao wina Memusan sresidio Stering wichita

See the results of your selections. Hover your mouse
over the Individual bars 1o ses data detalls. You can
click and drag  box arcund & group of fees to roam in.

SHERIFFS' and CONSTABLES' FEES

# 0oty
1550

4000

Add another county.
Let’s select Williamson County from the list.

Now let’s scroll back to the visualization area to compare the two
selected counties.
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Explore Multiple Counties

Compare trend lines.

Wow. These counties have two very
different trends in their fee structure!

While Travis county

fees exhibitagradual @ e e e
upward trend, the b el s SHERIFFS' and CONSTABLES' FEES

Williamson County vogte
fees show a dramatic

spike upward in 2009, s
followed by a dramatic o e 1180 Hio 1100 w1
spike downward ]

in 2012.

Compare trend lines.

Wow. These counties have two very different trends in their fee
structure!

While Travis county fees exhibit a gradual upward trend, the Williamson
County

fees show a dramatic spike upward in 2009, followed by a dramatic spike
downward in 2012.
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Explore Economic Regions Sffote i ou may code

economic region by clicking the
map or selecting from the
Economic Regions list.

Select the

See all the counties in your region. Capital Region.*

The regional map
enables you to select QP s sriasorimn s s
all the counties in your
region with just one
click.

We’ll click the Clear
button and begin a
new data exploration 3) s
based on a specific :
economic region.

ndall

ittt

7221513

PREPELEEE

Explore Economic Regions
See all the counties in your region.

The regional map enables you to select all the counties in your region
with just one click.

We’ll click the Clear button and begin a new data exploration based on a
specific economic region.

Select the Capital Region.

Note: You may choose an economic region by clicking the map or
selecting from the Economic Regions list.
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Explore Economic Regions

Counties and fee types are highlighted.

Now all the counties in
the Capital Region are
highlighted in the
County list, and all fee
types associated with
those counties are
highlighted in the Fee
Type list.

[ Y O—
Year

2007 02015
2008 02016
2000 02017
2000 02018
2011
2012
2013

Select a county or counties from the list.
Select a Fee Type if you wish to explore

by these broader categories. Fees specific

1o the county and fee type you select will
appear in the chart and tables belo

County

@ Anderson

= i
L & Crosby

Y —

econamic region, select from the
map or menu. Al the counties in
that region will automatically
display in the graph below.

Economic Regions of Texas
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Counties and fee types are highlighted.

& wiltarger

Now all the counties in the Capital Region are highlighted in the
County list, and all fee types associated with those counties are
highlighted in the Fee Type list.



Explore Economic Regions

Compare counties in your region.

In the data visualization area, we now
see all the fee data for the counties in
the Capital Region.

The graph displays

(8 see the resutts of your selections. Haver your mouse
vid ecai

the coun!:ies click and drag o box around s growp ol fess 10 70m . SHERIFFS' and CONSTABLES' FEES
alphabetically from oo

left to right, three at

a time.

We can scroll to the
right to see more
counties,

e
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Compare counties in your region.

In the data visualization area, we now see all the fee data for the

counties in the Capital Region.

The graph displays the counties alphabetically from left to right, three

at a time.

We can scroll the graph to the right to see more counties.
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Use the Drill Down Features

Isolate two of the counties.

Let's take another look at Travis and
Williamson counties.

We can drag-select
them to zoom in.

O
ol ey et
S T T

1 0ulles

400

.' ﬁ
- 85
©
200 b oo oo mi ~EE
. hhk ttl
= .
L =
0 300 3o 1308 Kavs §0s 4208 favs 8120 B0 20 g W80 [—
B --- hnim
thm lsnnwni E
- EE
llummmimmlmlmgﬂazn ___________
..............

SHERIFFS' and CONSTABLES' FEES

Isolate two of the counties.

St ot Motica O

Let’s take another look at Travis and Williamson counties. With

the mouse, we can drag-select them to zoom in.
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Use the Drill Down Features

Isolate Fees

Now we'll take a closer look at what
these two counties charge for various

kinds of writs.

We'll use drag-select
to choose all the writs
from the Fee Name
legend.

We've now isolated
the writ fees for
Travis and Williamson
counties, and can
easily compare them.

Note that currently
(2018), Travis has many
different kinds of writ
fees with varying costs,
while Williamson has
assigned one cost to all of
their writs.

Isolate Fees

over the individusl bars 1o see data details. You can
click and drag s box arcund & group of fees 1o room in.

4} sce the resubs of your selections. Hover your mewse
sl bars 1 .
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Now we’ll take a closer look at what these two counties charge for

various kinds of writs.

We'll use drag-select to choose all the writs from the Fee Name legend.

We've now isolated the writ fees for Travis and Williamson
counties, and can easily compare them.

Note that currently (2018), Travis has many different kinds of writ fees
with varying costs, while Williamson has assigned one cost to all of their

writs.
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This concludes this tutorial.

Please go online and explore the Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees tool.

If you have suggestions or guestions or want to find out more, contact us at |
econ.dev@cpa.texas.gov.

This concludes this tutorial.
Please go online and explore the Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees tool.

If you have suggestions or questions or want to find out more, contact us
at transparency@cpa.texas.gov.
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