[bookmark: _Hlk213416071]HB103 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

The information presented here is intended for convenience purposes only and may not apply in every situation. Reporting entities should consult their own attorney if they have any questions about the application or requirements of HB 103. If you don't see your question addressed below, please contact the Transparency Team.

GENERAL
Q1: Where can I find the legal authority for the HB 103 Bond, Tax, and Project Database as administered by the Comptroller of Public Accounts? 
A1: The statutory authority for the HB 103 Bond, Tax, and Project Database can be found in Texas Government Code Chapter 403, Subchapter V, consisting of Sections 403.701 to 403.705 (as added by Acts 2025, 89th Leg., R.S., Ch. 711 (H.B. 103), Sec. 1.) 
 
Q2. Must an entity that has satisfied the reporting requirements set forth in Local Government Code Section 1231.025 (as added by Acts 2025, 89th Leg., R.S., Ch. 226 (H.B. 3526), Sec. 2, eff. September 1, 2025) or in Education Code Section 45.114 (as added by Acts 2025, 89th Leg., R.S., Ch. 779 (S.B. 843), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2025) also submit an HB 103 report?  
A2. Yes. Currently, an entity that is subject to the reporting requirements of HB 103 must submit the report(s) required by that legislation to the Comptroller’s office, regardless of whether it has also reported the information described under HB 3526 or SB 843 to another state agency.  The Comptroller recognizes that this may result in an entity reporting the same or similar information to more than one office and regrets any inconvenience.  Please be assured that CPA is in the process of coordinating with those agencies to examine various avenues for streamlining these reporting requirements and remains committed to working with affected taxing units to determine how best to resolve this issue while striving to make this information available to the public in a timely manner.   
 
Q3. What is collected in the Comptroller “Bond, Tax and Bond Project Database”? 
A3. The Comptroller is required to develop and maintain a database containing current and historical information on taxes imposed and bonds issued. The database will include: 
· Ballot language for bond elections.
· Projected tax rates for debt service on debt authorized by the election.
· Estimated minimum annual debt service requirements projected for debt issued as authorized by that election results for bond elections. 
· Description of projects authorized by the elections and accounting for bond proceeds. 
· Tax rate changes resulting from issued bonds. 
· Election results for tax rate elections. 
· Proposed or approved maintenance tax rates for school districts; and 
· Ballot language for school district maintenance taxes.
 
Q4. Does the new debt reporting requirement established by HB 103 replace the Local Government Debt Reporting requirement under HB 1378, or is it an additional reporting requirement? 
A4. HB 103 reporting is in addition to the requirements of HB1378, Local Government Debt Reporting. 
 
CRITERIA TO REPORT 
Q5. Which local entities are required to submit this report to the Comptroller’s office?  
A5: HB 103 applies to taxing units that meet the definition set forth in Section 1.04 of the Tax Code, which reads: "Taxing unit" means a county, an incorporated city or town (including a home-rule city), a school district, a special district or authority (including a junior college district, a hospital district, a district created by or pursuant to the Water Code, a mosquito control district, a fire prevention district, or a noxious weed control district), or any other political unit of this state, whether created by or pursuant to the constitution or a local, special, or general law, that is authorized to impose and is imposing ad valorem taxes on property even if the governing body of another political unit determines the tax rate for the unit or otherwise governs its affairs." 
 
Q6. What are the criteria to report into the database? 
A6. To report into the database, the local government must meet all three of these requirements: 
· Meet the requirements of Tax Code, Section 1.04(12); 
· Be a qualified taxing unit with a bond that may be paid from or secured, in whole or in part by ad valorem taxes; and 
· Held a “bond election or a voter-approval tax rate" which means the voter-approval tax rate for a taxing unit calculated Under Chapter 26, (Tax Code section 403.701). 
 
Q7. If an entity is not a taxing unit, is it required to report under HB 103? 
A7. No. There is no reporting requirement under HB103, if an entity is not a taxing unit. 
 
Q8. What is considered “historical bond data”? 
A8. All required data identified in subsections (b)(1) through (b)(3) for tax years 2015 through 2025. 
 
TYPE OF BONDS 
Q9.  What "kind" of bonds are to be reported? 
A9. HB 103 requires entities to report bonds that are proposed or issued by a taxing unit (as that term is defined in Sec. 1.04 of the Tax Code) and which are to be repaid in whole or in part through the levy, pledge, assessment, or collection of ad valorem taxes.  Reporting entities should consult their bond counsel if they have any questions about the application or requirements of HB 103.  

[bookmark: _Hlk214655841]Bonds issued by ISD’s that carry a guarantee of the Permanent School Fund (PSF) are legally secured by an assessment of ad valorem taxes and should be reported under HB 103. The PSF guarantee is second to the tax pledge. 
 
Q10. Are “revenue bonds” required to be reported? 
A10. As long as the taxing unit is a qualified taxing unit as identified in Tax Code Section1.04(12); has a bond that may be paid from or secured, in whole or in part by ad valorem taxes; and has a “voter-approval tax rate” then it should be reported. Such instances of reporting a “revenue bond” are to be determined by the taxing unit if the elements are met and IF NOT MET then there is no need to report this. 
 
Q11. What is the voter-approval tax rate? 
A11. For the purposes of HB 103 reporting, the voter-approval tax rate means the voter-approval tax rate for a taxing unit calculated Under Chapter 26 of the Tax Code. 
 
SCENARIOS 
Q12. If our taxing unit has never had a bond or had a failed bond election, and currently has no outstanding debt, are we still required to submit a report? 
A12. No. 
 
Q13. We have a number of utility districts that are dormant and have not levied a tax. Do they need to report? 
A13. As long as the district “proposed” and voted on or “issued” a bond which is secured in whole or in part by ad valorem taxes in the last 10 years between 2015-2025 (403.701(b1)), then a report would be required.  
 
Q14. If our taxing unit had a bond approved by election that is no longer current, are we required to report that debt? 
A14. If the bond was approved in 2015 or later, then yes you will need to make a submission. If the bond was approved before 2015 then you do not need to submit a report.   
 
Q15. If the taxing unit approved a bond at any point prior to 2015 but it is still paying on the bond, does the taxing unit still need to report? 
A15. No. 
 
Q16. Does HB103 require taxing units to report on any tax rate changes, whether up or down? 
A16.  Users are encouraged to review the “Glossary” for the Projected I&S Fund Tax Rate (As Applicable) and the “Estimate Minimum Dollar Amount Required Spent for Debt Service (dollar amount)” which would initially be the amounts projected in the bond election educational materials and then updated as debt is actually issued. 

 REPORTING 
Q17. What are the deadlines for reporting bonds voted on in future years? 
A17. Beginning in 2026: 
· May elections: Reports due by August 7 of the same year 
· November elections: Reports due by August 7 of the following year 
For example: 
· May 2026 election → due August 7, 2026 
· November 2026 election → due August 7, 2027 
 
Q18. When will the bond reporting tool be available? 
A18. Local governments may begin entering their “historical bond data” starting December 1, 2025. 
 
Q19. Is the Bond Reporting and Database Initiative (BRADI) acronym intended to also cover Voter Approved Tax Rate Election (VATRE)? 
A19. Yes. BRADI will serve as a single site designed to handle multiple types of local reports. We plan to offer three selectable options for a local entity: 
1. A bond election, 
2. A VATRE election, or 
3. A school M&O election.

Based on the option selected, only the fields relevant to that election report type would be required, so users will not need to complete all fields for every submission. 
 
Q20. If a taxing unit holds multiple ballot propositions such as bond propositions and voter approved tax rate elections in the same election cycle, do all these propositions need to be reported on one form? 
A20. No. You will use a single reporting tool, such as the Bond Reporting and Database Initiative (BRADI) to make all your submissions. Within the tool, each election proposition would need to be entered and reported separately. 
 
Q21. When must local governments report? 
A21. All “historical bond data” must be submitted by January 1, 2026. 
  
Q22. Are counties required to report on behalf of school districts?  
A22. No. All taxing units are to make their own submissions where applicable. 
 
Q23. Where is the local government supposed to report any bond data? 
A23. Data should be submitted through the Comptroller’s website (once available) - https://comptroller.texas.gov//transparency/local/hb103. 
 
Q24. Should a taxing unit that is holding a bond election in November 2025 submit a report using the “historical report database”? 
A24. An election held in November 2025 that occurs during the 2025 tax year (i.e., the 2025 calendar year) should be included in that "historical reporting" tool. 
 
Q25. Will the data be publicly available online? 
A25. Yes. The public will be able to sort, search, and view all submitted reports on the Comptroller’s website: https://comptroller.texas.gov//transparency/local/hb103. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Q26. I have additional questions. Where can I find answers? 
A26. HB 103 Step-by-Step Filing Instructions are available online and may provide answers to your questions, or you can contact the Comptroller’s Transparency Team at:  
Transparency Hotline: 844-519-5676 and at transparency@cpa.texas.gov.
