
Introducing the Sheriffs’ and Constables’ Fees Data 
Visualization Tool 
 

This tutorial helps users explore and compare data within the Sheriffs’ and Constables’ (S&C) Fees 
dashboard. It contains reports made to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts by all 254 counties 
since 2006. 

 

Main Components 

 

 

The following pages will guide you through the:  

• Introduction 

• Data Selection Area 

• Data Visualization Area 

• Data Summary and County Contact Table 



 

Introduction 

 

 

 

A few helpful features are located at the top of the dashboard. 

About this tool — The introductory text tells you about the tool and its capabilities.  
 
A little help here! — If you need help navigating the dashboard by keyboard, this icon will take you to a 
separate webpage with pointers. 
 
Timestamp — This is the last time the data source was refreshed. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Data Selection Area 

 

You can explore data by: 

• Year – Select one or more years from the list. 

• Economic Region – Use the map or legend to select a given economic region. All the counties in the 
region will display in the graph below. 

• County – Select one or more counties from the list. 

• Fee Type – Use the fee type to see specific categories. 

 

Results will automatically appear in the chart and tables in the Data Visualization Area.  



 

 

Data Visualization Area 

This area displays the results of your selections. 

The default selections are: 

• Year – 2026 

• County – All 

• Fee Type – Writ & Order of Sale 

 

The chart’s vertical axis shows how much or how many, and the horizontal axis shows when and who. 

 

Undo button — Each click of the Undo button takes you one step back. 

 

Fee Name legend — Note the fee names are color coded. 

 

 

 

 



Hover, Drill, Toggle 

 

You can hover over the bars in the visualization to see more details. 

 

You can further narrow the results by pressing CTRL (or Command) and clicking the fees you want to see. 
Then right-click and select Keep Only.  
 
You may also select the fee types individually from the Fee Type list 



 

 

Click Undo to go back a step. 

 

You can download any chart in spreadsheet format (XLSX or CSV) by clicking download in the upper 
right-hand corner and then selecting Crosstab.  
 
Alternately, to view the data in a table, press TAB to the desired chart then ENTER + SHIFT twice to enter 
the visualization. This will open a separate data window. 



Data Summary and County Contact Tables 

 

 

Tables – Export Data  
Two data tables are at the bottom of the tool. The first table contains data based on your selections 
above. The second table contains contact information for the selected counties.  
 

To export the data, use the download icon in the upper right-hand of the page. Then select Crosstab. You 
will need to choose the sheet you want to download. You can download data as a spreadsheet (XLSX or 
CSV). 
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Explore Multiple Counties 

Explore Economic Regions 

Use drill-down Features 

Explore Multiple Years 



In this section, you can practice using the dashboard. 

• Explore multiple years to see how fees are trending over time. 
• Compare counties with the Economic Regions feature works. 
• Zoom into specific portions of the data. 

 

 

Explore Multiple Years 

 

To begin any new data exploration, start by selecting the Clear button. This removes all current data 
selections and takes you back to default selections. 

 

 

 

To see trends over time, select multiple or all years. 

 

 



 

 

Next, select a county. 

Tip: Unselecting All will clear all counties. You can then type or scroll to desired counties. 

 

The results will appear in the Data Visualization Area.  

 



 

You can add counties for comparison by selecting another from the list. The Data Visualization Area will 
update to show the counties alphabetically left to right. 

 

  

 

 

Explore Economic Regions 

 

The regional map enables you to select all the counties in a region.  

Choose an economic region by clicking the map or selecting from the list. 

 

 



 

 

All the counties in the selected region are filtered in the County list, and all fee types associated with 
those counties are filtered in the Fee Type list.  
 

Select the Fee Types you wish to compare. 

 

The Data Visualization Area will show the selected fee data by county for the selected region. 

 

The graph displays the counties alphabetically from left to right. 



You can scroll the graph to the right to see more counties. 

Drill-Down Features 

Get a closer look at the data for individual counties. First, select two or more counties from the list. 

To compare specific years CTRL (or command) + click on chosen years then select Keep Only. 

To examine what counties charge for various kinds of writs, CTRL + click on the fee names in the legend 
then select Keep Only. If you want to filter by fee and year in the chart, first select the fee name then the 
year.  

You’ve now isolated the writ fees for your selected counties and can easily compare them. 



This concludes the tutorial. Thank you. 

Access the dashboard and learn more about Sheriffs and Constables Fees online.  

If you have suggestions or questions, contact us at transparency@cpa.texas.gov. 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/sheriffs/
mailto:transparency@cpa.texas.gov



